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Special Events at 
SANTA MONICA COLLEGE

SMC CONCERT CHORALE 
& SMC CHAMBER CHOIR

Home for the Holidays?
Fri & Sat, Dec 13 & 14, 7:30 p.m.

Jeremiah Selvey, Conductor. SMC Concert Chorale 
and SMC Chamber Choir join harpist Cristina Montes 
Mateo to explore the concept of home through the 

lens of European and Latinx perspectives of the 
Christmas story in Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of 

Carols, Conrad Susa’s Carols and Lullabies, and the 
stories of DREAMers in Melissa Dunphy’s  
American DREAMers. At The Broad Stage,  

SMC Performing Arts Center.

SMC 
THEATRE ARTS

Rhinoceros
Preview: Nov 21, 8 p.m.  

Nov 22, 23 & Dec 6, 7, 8 p.m. 
Nov 24 & Dec 7, 2 p.m.

By Eugene Ionesco. Translated by Derek Prouse. 
In a square of a small provincial town around 

midday on a Sunday, the sound of church bells 
permeates the sterile air. Suddenly, thunderous 

trumpeting can be heard. No doubt, the 
‘rhinoceros’ is coming…  

At the Main Stage, SMC Theatre  
Arts Complex.

IMPRO THEATRE’S 
JANE AUSTEN 
UNSCRIPTED

Sat, Dec 21, 4 p.m. & 8 p.m.
Inspired by audience suggestions, Impro 

Theatre deftly creates a world of love-struck 
ladies, brooding noblemen and charming cads, 
and although hearts are sure to be broken, true 

love will win out in the end.  At The Broad  
Stage, SMC Performing Arts Center.  

See thebroadstage.com  
for tickets.

SMC SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA

Sun, Dec 15, 4 p.m.
Elizabeth Stoyanovich, Director. Join us as we 
embrace the new season with classics you 

love, pieces you will fall in love with, and the 
exhilaration of experiencing live music played 

by dedicated instrumentalists. December 
concert “Classical Classics” — presents 
Beethoven’s celebrated Symphony #5.  

At The Broad Stage, SMC  
Performing Arts Center.

DAVID BROZA  
& FRIENDS

Sun, Dec 22, 7:30 p.m.
Back by popular demand! Experience one 
of the world’s most dynamic and vibrant 

performers, from his whirlwind finger picking 
to Flamenco percussion and rhythms,  
for a thrilling first night of Hanukkah  

celebration. At The Broad Stage,  
SMC Performing Arts Center.  

See thebroadstage.com  
for tickets.

HOLIDAY  
STUDENT ART SALE

Fri & Sat, Dec 13 & 14, 
10 a.m.–9 p.m. 

Sun, Dec 15, 12 p.m.–6 p.m. 
Here’s your once-a-year chance to buy 
some truly unique works of art — prints, 

ceramics, jewelry, and more created by SMC 
art students — to keep for yourself or to  

give as gifts this holiday season.  
At Barrett Art Gallery, SMC  

Performing Arts Center.

SMC  
PLANETARIUM

A Winter’s Solstice
Fri, Dec 6 & 13, 8 p.m. 

The Night Sky Show 7p.m.
As we head into the holiday season, we’ll 

discuss the history of various ancient 
observances of the Winter Solstice, and how 

they have evolved and melded with our  
later Judeo-Christian holidays. At  

SMC’s Drescher Planetarium.  
Tickets available at door.

TCHAIKOVSKY’S
THE NUTCRACKER BALLET

Preview: Fri, Nov 29, 7 p.m. 
Sat, Nov 30, Dec 7, 1 p.m. & 5 p.m.  

Sun, Dec 1, 8, 1 p.m. & 5 p.m.; Fri, Dec 6, 7 p.m.
The SMC Symphony and SMC student dancers partner  

with the Westside Ballet for its annual holiday Nutcracker 
extravaganza. Come see the Sugar Plum Fairy, the Prince,  
and all the other wonderful characters in Tchaikovsky’s  

classic come to life — with falling snow and a Christmas  
tree that grows — in a theater where every seat  
provides visual and audio delights for all ages.  

At The Broad Stage, SMC Performing  
Arts Center. See westsideballet.com  

for tickets. 

Live Performances for the Holidays. 
Visit Websites for Details.

Tickets at smc.edu/eventsinfo unless noted otherwise.

THE ONGOING  
MOMENT 

Literature and Art from Emeritus
Opening Reception 

Thu, Nov 14, 5 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Exhibition runs Thu, Nov 14 – Wed, Jan 15

Come enjoy the results of collaborative original  
art and writing created by students in  

Monona Wali’s memoir class and Catherine Tirr’s  
watercolor studio class. At the SMC Emeritus  

Art Gallery, located on the first floor of  
the SMC Emeritus Campus,  

1227 Second St.,  
Santa Monica.

SMC 
OPERA THEATRE 

Great Opera Arias
Fri, Nov 22, 7:30 p.m.

Janelle DeStefano and Mercedes Juan 
Musotto, Directors. Come enjoy some of 
the “hit songs” of opera as SMC students 

perform arias by composers such as  
Mozart, Rossini, Gounod, Verdi, and  
Wagner. At The Broad Stage, SMC  

Performing Arts Center.

Santa Monica College 
1900 Pico Boulevard, Santa Monica, CA 90405
The Broad Stage at the SMC Performing Arts Center 
1301 11th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90401

SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Dr. Margaret Quiñones-Perez, Chair; Dr. Nancy Greenstein, Vice Chair; Dr. Susan Aminoff; 
Dr. Louise Jaffe; Rob Rader; Dr. Sion Roy; Barry A. Snell; Brooke Harrington, Student Trustee; 
Dr. Kathryn E. Jeffery, Superintendent/President
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Your guide to events, shopping and everything Santa Monica 
has to offer during the holidays.

The 14th year edition of ’Tis the 

Season was produced by the Santa 

Monica Daily Press in collabora-

tion with the City of Santa Monica, 

Main Street Business Improvement 

Association, Montana Avenue 

Merchants Association, PICO and 

Santa Monica Travel & Tourism.  

Special thanks to Jennifer Taylor, 

Andrew Basmajian, Amy Mason, 

Hunter Hall, Anthony Schmitt, Kara 

Taub, Heidi Henning, Jane Walker, 

Peggy Sella, Sharon Town-Lee and 

Dana Moorehead. 

Designed by: Esteban Inchaustegui

Editor-in-Chief: Matt Hall

Story contributions: Tony Mcginn 

Advertising Director: Jenny Rice

Co-Publisher: Ross Furukawa

Co-Publisher: Todd James 
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Holiday Event Calendar
NOVEMBER 1 – JANUARY 20

Hours vary, check website
Location:  1324 Fifth Street (corner 
of AZ Ave/5th St)
Every holiday season DTSM brings a little 
ice to the beachside community with an 
8,000-square-foot ice-skating rink. Skate 
rental and all-day admission $15, locker 
rentals $5.  On Sundays (Nov 10 – Jan 
19) enjoy free musical performances cour-
tesy of the Plaza@SM. Check website for 
skating hours and weekly “Ice Breakers” 
performance schedule:  
downtownsm.com/winterlit

Ice 

NOVEMBER 7

6-10 PM  | Location:  Arizona Ave-
nue/ 5th Street
Enjoy a family-friendly fun evening featuring 
ice skating, food samplings from local eater-
ies, live music, and ice-skating performances. 
Free and open to the public.
downtownsm.com/winterlit

Ice at Santa Monica Community 
Grand Opening Celebration  

NOVEMBER 21 - DECEMBER 24

Location:  Santa Monica Place’s Cen-
ter Plaza, 395 SM Place
Visit Santa Claus at his ocean-side workshop 
and snap a picture. Photo packages available 
for purchase. Make reservations online at 
SantaMonicaPlace.com

Photos with Santa  

NOVEMBER 30

Location:  Santa Monica Pier merry 
go-round deck
Grab the mittens and practice your snow 
angels: there’s going to be a flurry on the 
Pier! It’s the first-ever SNOW DAY on the 
merry go-round deck (with real snow!), a 
4,000 sq.ft. magical winter wonderland 
you don’t want to miss.   
SantaMonicaPier.org

SNOW DAY! At the Santa 
Monica Pier

NOVEMBER 27 - JANUARY 6

Location:  SM Pier Historic Merry 
Go-Round Windows
The historic merry go-round windows will 
come to life with a holiday installation by 
renowned Australian artists, PipnPop. The 
windows will be free to view and open to the 
public day and night.  
SantaMonicaPier.org

Holiday Cheer on the Pier 
Installation

NOVEMBER 30

10 AM – 6 PM | Location:  Montana 
Avenue (7th to 17th St)
Shop small in celebration of our local busi-
nesses this holiday season.  The first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving marks #SmallBusi-
nessSaturday, a day dedicated to promoting 
small businesses across the USA.  This 
annual event kicks off the ‘Tis the Season 
to Buy Local Holiday festivities in Santa 
Monica.  montanaave.com/;  
BuyLocalSM.com/events

(Please note our Saturday Downtown SM 
Farmers Market on November 30 will be 
closed)

Small Business Saturday 
Sidewalk Sale 

DECEMBER 4

11 AM-NOON | Location:  SM Place 
3rd Floor, 395 Santa Monica Place
Enjoy fun, holiday-themed kid’s enter-
tainment in the Food Court and at SaMo’s 
Playhouse on Level 3 of Santa Monica Place. 
SantaMonicaPlace.com 

Holiday Kids Club 

DECEMBER 5

6-9 PM | Location:  1200 block of 
Third Street Promenade (between 
Arizona Ave and Wilshire Blvd). 
Join Santa Claus for a special tree lighting 
ceremony on Third Street Promenade. Shop 
at the Winterlit Holiday market or grab a 
photo with Santa. Live Music and kids crafts. 
Free and open to the public. Snow is in the 
forecast!  downtownsm.com/winterlit

Official City of Santa Monica 
Tree Lighting

BLACK FRIDAY NOVEMBER 29TH

Location:  Downtown Santa Monica
Santa and his helpers will surprise Downtown 
Santa Monica shoppers on Black Friday by 
picking up the tab for some of their pur-
chases (up to $100) as a way to say “Thanks 
for shopping in Downtown Santa Monica!”   
downtownsm.com/winterlit

Santa’s Lil Savers

It’s a busy time of year but we have a 
complete list of everything you’ll want to do 
this holiday season.
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For additional information:  www.BuyLo-
calSM.com/events and also be sure to like 
and follow us @BuyLocalSM on Face-
book where we will also be sharing info on 
upcoming holiday events at our local shops/
businesses and promoting featured holiday 
gifts from our 2019 Buy Local Holiday Gift 
Guide.

DECEMBER 5, 12 & 19

Location:  SM Pier Merry –Go-
Round
The iconic Bob Baker Marionette Theater 
brings their holiday spectacular to the Pier 
for 6 shows of puppetry, singalongs and 
cheer. It’s a magical show on the carousel 
deck, with the Holiday windows illuminat-
ing the night sky.  
SantaMonicaPier.org

Bob Baker Marionette Theater 

DECEMBER 7

4 – 8 PM | Location:  Montana Ave-
nue (between 6th -17th St)
montanaave.com/

Montana Avenue Holiday Walk

DECEMBER 6-8 | 13-15 | 20-22

3-8 PM (Fri), 11AM-8 PM (Sat + Sun)
Location:  1200 block of Third Street 
Promenade (between Arizona Ave 
and Wilshire Blvd). 
Take the stress out of holiday shopping with 
the Winterlit Holiday Market on the Third 
Street Promenade featuring unique creations 
from local artists. Surprise your loved ones 
with a one-of-a-kind gift while supporting 
our amazing community of talented artisans. 
downtownsm.com/winterlit

Winterlit Holiday Market 

DECEMBER 7

4-8 PM | Location: CA Heritage Mu-
seum (Main St @ Ocean Park Blvd)  
& surrounding businesses
Tree Lighting, Carolers & Santa!  Starting 
at California Heritage Museum at 4pm, 
followed by candlelight walk to the famous 
Shopping Cart Tree at Edgemar Center + 
festivities along Main Street with holiday 
parties at participating shops into the night.  
Organized by the Main Street Merchants 
Association BID.  mainstreetsm.com/

Miracle on Main (20th Anniversary!)

DECEMBER 7

Location: Santa Monica Pier Cen-
tral Plaza (next to historic Route 66 
sign)
A Santa Monica spin on the classic Santa 
photo op. We’ll have a surfer Santa in Central 
Plaza for guests to snap photos and create a 
fun holiday memory with the coolest Santa in 
town. Visit SantaMonicaPier.org for more 
details. 

Surfer Santa Photo Op

DECEMBER 1 1 + 18

5-8PM | Location: SM Place
Bring your furry friend to one of Santa 
Monica Place’s special pet nights and “sit” for 
a photo with Santa. Dogs and cats only and 
must be on leash or in carrier. Reserve your 
spot at SantaMonicaPlace.com/Holiday.

Pet Photos with Santa 

DECEMBER 7

9-10:30 AM | Location:  SaMo Pla-
house, 395 SM Place (3rd Level) 
Children of all ages are invited to a celebrate 
the holidays with light breakfast treats, music, 
crafts and a special visit from Santa.  
SantaMonicaPlace.com for details.

North Pole Breakfast

DECEMBER 7

10 AM - 5 PM | Location:  Satur-
day Virginia Avenue Park Farmers 
Market (Pico Blvd @ Cloverfield) + 
participating shops along Pico Blvd
Celebrate a homespun holiday season with 
the Pico Boulevard merchants and farmers. 
Check www.facebook.com/PicoBlvdSM for 
additional details.

Homespun for the Holidays 

DECEMBER 13

4 PM + 6 PM | Location: SM Pier 
Merry –Go-Round
Hosted by the Santa Monica Public Library.  
This is a wonderful event for Santa Monica 
kids to play and learn holiday lore.  SantaM-
onicaPier.org

Holiday Story Time

DECEMBER 14 + 15

4 PM + 6 PM | Location: Santa 
Monica Pier 
Get all of your holiday shopping done at one 
of LA’s best artisan markets with everything 
from jewelry to crafts, homewares to apparel.  
Featuring some of the area’s coolest and most 
unique vendors, creating a shopping experi-
ence unlike any other.  SantaMonicaPier.org

Unique LA Holiday Market

DECEMBER 18

 5:30-7:30 PM | Location: Jonathan 
Club, 850 Palisades Beach Road, 
Santa Monica, Ca 90403
Tickets:  $25-$40, members.smchamber.
com/events/

Santa Monica Chamber of Com-
merce Holiday Party

DECEMBER 21 & 22

 Location: Santa Monica Pier merry 
go-round deck 
A female doo-wop group that sings holiday 
carols - is there anything better or more fes-
tive?! It’s the last weekend before the holiday, 
so make sure you come down and catch the 
last bit of magic at Holiday Cheer at the Pier. 
SantaMonicaPier.org

The Noelle’s Holiday Concert 

DECEMBER 22 - 29

Sundown | Location: 1300 Block of 
Third Street Promenade (between 
SM Blvd + AZ Ave) 
Join local synagogues and community groups 
as their members celebrate the Festival of 
Lights this Hanukkah season.  downtownsm.
com/winterlit

(Please note our Downtown SM Farmers 
Market on December 25 will be closed)

Menorah Lightings 
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Erin McKenna’s Bakery serves breakfast, lunch and dinner in addition to the sweet treats that 
have made McKenna’s Larchmont Village location a cult favorite among Angelenos in search of 
vegan brownies and bagels. McKenna’s ultimate goal is to push the envelope of vegan cuisine in 
an era where vegan and gluten-free baked goods come as a standard option in many bakeries. 

ERIN MCKENNA’S BAKERY 
1415 Montana Ave. | erinmckennasbakery.com

An intimate, purpose-built boutique where you can touch, marvel and explore natural products 
for the home. Their goal is to introduce you to their green mission and values: To be the most 
respected source for organic mattresses and pillows while maintaining environmentally conscious, 
ethical and sustainable business practices — to help safeguard your health and protect our planet.

AVOCADO GREEN MATTRESS EXPERIENCE CENTER
1120 Montana Ave. | Avocadogreenmattress.com

EFFace specializes in natural results when it comes to enhancing facial features using Botox and fillers. 
They can provide a beauty plan customized to fit individual aesthetic needs and counsel clients on facial 
features that may be enhanced to take beauty expectations and results to the next level. With any of their 
services, their priorities includes safety, delivering unparalleled patient care and respect and providing 
maximum comfort.

EFFACE
1111 Montana Ave. | Effacebyroberta.com

ON MONTANA
Fresh

Roller Rabbit started out in 2003 with a capsule collec-
tion of colorful block print kurtas and grew from there. 
Their mission is to outfit vibrant lives with clothes and 
accessories that make them dream. Today Roller Rabbit 
makes everything from ready-to-wear, accessories, bed-
ding, and, of course, iconic sleepwear. 

ROLLER RABBIT
1306 Montana Ave. | rollerrabbit.com

When LÜZ brand founder Patty Rappa discovered laser hair removal nine years ago, it be-
came a life changer. Together with her medical teams, she founded various brands designed 
to offer quick, easy and affordable self-care services such as the newly opened LÜZ Lounge. 

LUZ LOUNGE
1229 Montana Ave. | luzlounge.com

With a cult following, sweetgreen is a destination for simple, 
seasonal, healthy food made from scratch. Their commitment to 
sustainability and using locally sourced ingredients parallels Santa 
Monica’s focus on the environment.

SWEETGREEN
1517 Montana Ave. | sweetgreen.com 

ROLLER RABBIT KIDS GNOELS PAJAMAS $65

NEW BUSINESSES TO CHECK OUT
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The businesses along Montana Avenue will welcome one and all to their holiday walk on December 7. Early 
bird shoppers will have the option to pick up great deals a week before hand at the November 30 Small Business 
Saturday event.

For more than 30 years, 
Montana Avenue has kick-
started the holiday season 
with the annual Montana 
Avenue Holiday Walk 
(December 7), when many 
stores host open-door hol-
iday parties with seasonal 
entertainment, treats and 
good cheer. In more recent 
years, Small Business Sat-
urday (November 30) has 
been added to the street’s 
annual event roster to 
promote its many sales on 
what is often the busiest 

shopping weekend of the 
year.

Small Business Saturday 
is the local iteration of a 
national movement toward 
making a conscious choice 
to support local brick and 
mortar businesses. Held 
annually the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving, it offers an 
alternative to the mad-
ness of shopping at the 
big box stores. Montana 
Avenue’s many small and 
independent stores, as well 

as national brands, will be 
offering great deals and 
special promotions.

On Saturday, December 7 
many stores will stay open 
late to welcome shoppers 
who want some holiday 
spirit with their retail 
therapy.

“Everyone has their doors 
open, the windows are 
decorated and the holiday 
lights are in full swing,” 
said Jane Walker of TEX-

O N  M O N T A N A  A V E N U E

TRADITIONS
Holiday

TURE, The Sweater 
Store. 

Sing along with carol-
ing Disney Princesses 
on the street and enjoy 
live music, entertain-
ment, photos with 
Santa for kids and a 
general sense of the 
whole neighborhood 
coming out to mingle. 
You may even catch a 
glimpse of the Grinch 
and Cindy Lou!

“Montana Avenue 
is a great communi-
ty and the holiday 
season around here 
reminds you of the TV 
show, ‘Cheers’, where 
everyone knows your 
name,” said Walker. 
“Everyone has a great 
time strolling up and 
down the street visiting 
their favorite stores and 
discovering what’s new. 
It’s a way for customers 
to support the local, 
small retailers that give 
the street its charm. 

Retailers can also take 
the opportunity to give 
back to their longtime 
customers with specials 
and sales.”

The Montana retailers 
have a reputation for 
sponsoring communi-
ty events year round 
including their Side-
walk Sale, Art Walk, 
and Halloween Hop 
— but it’s the holiday 
celebrations that are 
the anchor of many a 
resident’s winter sea-
son. “I have customers 
who brought their little 
kids in for cookies and 
music years ago, and 
now those kids bring 
their kids!” said Walker. 
“The Montana Ave-
nue Holiday Walk is 
about community and 
about having fun. This 
is what makes Santa 
Monica a hometown.”

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
November 30 | All day at participating businesses 

HOLIDAY WALK 
December 7 | 4p.m. - 8p.m.
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1230 MONTANA AVE #104 | SANTA MONICA | 90403
HEIST-JEWELRY.COM | 310-395-3205DESIGNER STYLES

ROLEX SERVICE
JEWELRY REPAIR

Happy Holidays



Montana Avenue is a shopping destination that never feels commodified or 
oversold. Thanks to its human scale and relaxed neighborhood vibe, this 

eclectic mix of boutiques, eateries and health and wellness services gives 
the area a distinct flavor, with an emphasis on personalized care and 

conscious lifestyle choices.

In the eminently walkable eleven-block stretch of tree-lined 
sidewalks, one can find multiple variations on almost any theme, 
from coffee shops and bakeries to home decor and beauty 

services. But, it is perhaps the breadth and diversity of the local 
jewelry shops that most noticeably shows off this trend. 

From everyday essentials to statement haute couture pieces, styled 
from the rustic to the refined, there is something for all occasions 

and passions in the sparkling windows and display cases of Montana 
Avenue’s many jewelers. 

THE CITY’S MOST

Heist Jewelry (1230 Montana Ave., heist-jewelry.com) is infamously sought 
after, and with a range of designer styles, the items could be considered a steal. 
Puns aside, the store’s selection of rings, necklaces and bracelets give shoppers a 
reason to stop by on a regular basis, but they also offer a comprehensive set of 
services for watches and mechanical timepieces using genuine parts at their state-
of-the-art facility.

Shoppers might not find something borrowed on the street, but old, new 
and blue are all available in one store or another, with places like L’Oliphant         
Designer Jewelry (1621 Montana Ave., loliphant.com) providing dedicated 
bridal collections. The store has been an active member of the local community 
since 1982 and their artisan designs are built on the principles of uncompromis-
ing quality and superb customer service.

Charming

Heist Jewelry
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At Ten Women Gallery (1128 
Montana Ave., tenwomen.org), all 
of their items are hand crafted by lo-
cal, female artists. Their jewelry selec-
tion varies by the creator and reflects 
the individuality of each artist. They 
currently feature a line of hand blown 
glass jewelry by Santa Monica resident 
Trace Palmer who leans on her Irish 
roots to create classic designs. Canadian 
born artist Elaine Levi also displays at 
the gallery with a focus on rich colors 
and textures.

MoonDance Jewelry Gallery (1530 
Montana Ave., moondancejewelry.

com) has a homegrown charm as one 
of the street’s oldest businesses but they 
have perpetually evolved with the times 
to offer everything from one-of-a-kind 

handcrafted heirlooms to quality every-
day items that can be lived in as well as 
admired. Drawing from a spectrum of 

customers, their hand-selected pieces offer 
something for everyone no matter the 

budget or occasion.

RETAIL DESTINATION

The merchants of Montana are always happy to engage with their customers 
and with constantly rotating pieces, there’s always something to talk about if 
you’re looking for the best new bauble. For a complete list of merchants and more 
information on the street, visit montanaave.com

MoonDance Jewelry Gallery MoonDance Jewelry Gallery 

Heist Jewelry
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Before bringing Burro to Montana Avenue, California native Erinn Berkson dreamed of 
developing a neighborhood haven where she could share a curated collection of swoon-wor-
thy goods for all: stunning stationery, gifts for epicurists, trinkets for friends (or lovers), 
book-shelf or coffee table companions, whimsical wares and fares for hearth and home, odd 
curiosities, handcrafted jewels by local artisans and magical goods from faraway places. As 
resilient as the California landscape (and the loyal Burro the store is named after), she has 
proudly opened doors in several cities, including Santa Monica, where your own adventure 
quest awaits. 

BURRO
1533 Montana Ave. 

Brentwood General Store carries a wide array of home furnishings, seasonal items, women’s 
accessories, fine jewelry, dry goods, gourmet foods, Santa Monica mementos, and California 
indigenous products all to cater to their locality. They listen carefully to their clients with 
respect to products, prices and variety. This feature of their business has endeared them to 
the general public in a city that is like no other and has strong community roots. 

BRENTWOOD GENERAL STORE
1230 Montana Ave. 

Jane is a boutique founded on the customer being able to experiment with current trends without making an investment. Their staff 
can dress you for vacation, hosting a party, dining out or if you’re simply in need of a wardrobe update. With 10 years of sourcing great 
merchandise that wears well and is reasonably priced, Jane’s customer is ageless but loves fashion trends. Stop by on December 7 and have 
photos taken with Elsa from Frozen during the store’s holiday party!

JANE 
1607 Montana Ave.

In 1956, Williams-Sonoma founder, Chuck Williams turned a passion 
for cooking and eating with friends into a small business with a big idea. 
Initially selling the French cookware that intrigued him while visiting 
Europe but that could not be found in America, Chuck’s business took off 
and helped fuel a revolution in American cooking and entertaining that 
continues today. In the decades that followed, the quality of their prod-
ucts and people-first approach have facilitated their expansion beyond the 
kitchen into nearly every area of the home. 

WILLIAMS-SONOMA 
1600 Montana Ave. 

Describing Larkellen Santa Monica is a tough task because they really 
march to the beat of their own drum. They actually work very hard to 
defy description by seeking to surprise clients with constantly changing, 
new and different types of products. Simply put, Larkellen Santa Monica 
is a unique lifestyle boutique that scours the country to unearth high 
quality, hand-curated, one-of-a-kind gifts from local artists and craftsmen 
of every imaginable kind. 

LARKELLEN LIFESTYLE BOUTIQUE
718 Montana Ave.  | larkellensantamonica.com

| janeoftarzana.com

| williams-sonoma.com

| burrogoods.com

| brentwoodgeneralstore.com

| caffeluxxe.com

More than just a coffee shop, Caffe Luxxe was established to bring a unique luxury to coffee. 
It was one of the first cafes to champion a move toward hand-crafted artisanal espresso and 
brewed coffee. Their blends are meticulously crafted, beginning with a consideration for the 
aromas, flavors, and experiences they want to celebrate to create the ultimate balance. Their 
Single Origin offerings highlight the terroir which make the coffee unique.

CAFFE LUXXE
925 Montana Ave.

WHERE 
To Shop

Larkellen Lifestyle Boutique

Caffe Luxxe

Caffe Luxxe

Jane

|  VOTED MOST LOVED BUSINESS ON MONTANA 2019

 | VOTED MOST LOVED LOCAL RETAILER 2019

This holiday season, shop Montana Avenue’s eclectic mix of over 
150 shops and cafes. Santa Monica’s premier shopping area offers 
personalized service with a low key vibe. Here are a few stops 
where you’ll find something for everyone on your list.
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LIve love shop local

718 Montana Ave. | Santa Monica 90403

www.larkellensantamonica.com | 310-394-2121

Unique goods by local
artisans and those from
all over the USA.

From fanciful to exotic,
your perfect holiday
gift is here to be found.
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SAVE the DATE
Santa Monica Restaurant Week Returns
Celebrate California Restaurant Month by 

experiencing Santa Monica’s innovative culinary 

scene, one kumquat-themed dish at a time. 

This January, Santa Monica Restau-
rant Week returns to Los Angeles’ 
beachside city for a week long 
celebration of Santa Monica’s 
award-wining dining scene. Back for 
its eighth year, Santa Monica Travel 
& Tourism’s signature culinary pro-
gram will feature Santa Monica’s top 
restaurants, a new custom ingredient 
and a social media contest giveaway.  

From January 6-12, 2020, Santa 
Monica Restaurant Week will bring 
local restaurants together to offer 
diners the chance to begin the new 
decade on a healthy note while 
enjoying the city’s vibrant food scene 
that keeps Santa Monica on the 
West Coast culinary map. In con-
junction with California Restaurant 
Month, participating Santa Monica 
restaurants will offer specially-crafted 
dishes, all created to highlight the 
generous health benefits of this year’s 
featured ingredient – the kumquat. 

The golden orange kumquat is found 
readily at Santa Monica Farmers 
Markets during the winter months. 
The grape-sized citrus is renowned 
for packing two flavors into its petite 
size – its edible peel is sweet while 
the flesh is tart. Nutritional benefits 

also abound, as the fruit is rich in vi-
tamin C and fiber and also contains 
amounts of B vitamins, vitamin E, 
iron, magnesium and more. 

Now a longstanding tradition, Santa 
Monica Restaurant Week invites din-
ers to enjoy delicious dishes at many 
beloved restaurants throughout 
town. As the reputed birthplace of 
California fusion cuisine, this year’s 
dishes will showcase Santa Monica’s 
artistic blending of culinary styles 
made with fresh, local and organic 
ingredients. 

Take advantage of Santa Monica 
Restaurant Week this upcoming 
January by indulging in healthy, 
kumquat-inspired culinary creations 
cultivated from Santa Monica Farm-
ers Markets at restaurants through-
out the city. Enter for the chance to 
win $500 by sharing Santa Monica 
Restaurant Week photos on social 
media using the hashtag #SMRestau-
rantWeek. For more information 
on Santa Monica Restaurant Week, 
including a full list of participating 
restaurants, visit: www.santamonica.
com/restaurantweek.

JANUARY 6 - 12    2020
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It comes as no surprise that those of us 
lucky enough to live in Santa Monica 
often become the designated host and 
tour guide during the holidays. Who can 
blame our family and friends for wanting 
to spend their winter vacation time in 
our sunny beachside city?

Santa Monica Travel & Tourism (SMTT) 
recognizes that space can become an issue 
while hosting those cherished guests, 
no matter how welcome they may be. 
With this in mind, SMTT is happy 
to announce the return of its annual 
Extra Bedroom Program, running from 
November 18, 2019 – January 17, 2020. 
Each year during the Extra Bedroom 
Program, Santa Monica hotels come 
together to serve their community by 
offering Santa Monica residents access to 
deeply-discounted hotel room rates at 22 
properties across Santa Monica’s world-
famous hotel collection.

“The holiday season is a time for giving 
back and reflecting on all there is to be 
grateful for,” said Misti Kerns, President/

CEO, SMTT. “Thanks to the generosity 
of our hotels there’s even more for Santa 
Monica residents to be thankful for 
with this opportunity to experience our 
renowned accommodation offerings at 
deeply discounted prices.”

Taking sufficient time off from work 
plays a large role in wellbeing. Yet, more 
than half of American workers (55%) 
failed to use all their time off last year. 
That’s a stockpile of 768 million unused 
vacation days just in 2018, of which 236 
million were forfeited completely. 

The launch of the Extra Bedroom 
Program comes ahead of National Plan 
for Vacation Day, held every January as 
an important reminder to Americans 
to take their well-deserved time off. To 
aid in this effort of wellbeing, SMTT 
will be giving one lucky resident the 
opportunity to take time off with a 
staycation. To enter, residents are invited 
to complete a survey at santamonica.
com/extrabedroom. 

Whether they wish to book a room 
for visiting friends and family or take 
advantage of time off with a staycation, 
residents can secure exclusive discounted 
hotel rates by simply mentioning the 
program while making the reservation 
over the phone, then showing proof of 
Santa Monica residency (California ID or 
drivers’ license) at check-in. Please note 
that rates are subject to availability and 
blackout dates may apply. 

New this year, SMTT is also offering 
residents 30% off merchandise at the 
Main Street Santa Monica Visitors 
Center. Stop by 2427 Main Street and 
mention “Extra Bedroom Program” for 
a discount on creative gift items such 
as t-shirts, beach balls, notebooks and 
more for your friends and family, valid 
November 18, 2019 - January 17, 2020.

For complete information, visit 
santamonica.com/extrabedroom or 
visit one of SMTT’s four Visitor Center 
locations.

Annual hotel program offers Santa Monica residents deeply-discounted hotel rates throughout holiday season

Santa Monica Travel & Tourism Commences 
Local-Favorite Extra Bedroom Program This Winter

Extra Bedroom Program Offers 
2019-2020 

Bayside Hotel: $149

DoubleTree by Hilton Santa Monica: $199

Fairmont Miramar Hotel & Bungalows: $325

Gateway Hotel Santa Monica: $159
Added Value: Complimentary parking for one 
vehicle

Hotel Carmel: $179 for standard rooms 
Added Values: Complimentary coffee service for 
all guests that is set up in the hotel lobby from 
6:30am to 10:00am daily.

Hotel Casa del Mar: $425

Hotel Shangri-la: $350

Huntley Santa Monica Beach Hotel: $279
Added Value: One-time $25 Food & Beverage 
credit per stay. 

Le Méridien Delfina Santa Monica: $215 
Added Values: $25 food and beverage credit per 
stay. Complimentary valet parking is offered to all 
overnight guests.

Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel: $309 

Ocean View Hotel: $179

Oceana: $445
Added Value: Complimentary parking

Palihouse Santa Monica: $325

Santa Monica Motel: $109

Santa Monica Proper Hotel: $409
Added Value: 50% off guest amenity fee

Sea Shore Motel: $139
Added Value: Complimentary parking 

Shore Hotel: $249

Shutters on the Beach Hotel: $435

SureStay Santa Monica by Best Western: $159

The Ambrose Hotel: $249
Added Values: Complimentary Deluxe Continen-
tal Breakfast and Santa Monica Sips (daily wine 
and beer tasting)

The Georgian Hotel: $269+
Added Value: Complimentary parking when 
booking Ocean View Suite 

Viceroy Santa Monica: $349
Added Values: Free upgrade at time of check in 
based on availability and two welcome cocktails
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Fairmont Miramar Hotel & Bungalows (101 
Wilshire Blvd)
FIG Restaurant (http://www.�gsantamoni-
ca.com/)
Yes, for dinner only; no happy hour.
Yes
Yes, for dinner only; no happy hour.
 
Shutters on the Beach (1 Pico Blvd)
1 Pico Restaurant (https://www.shutterson-
the
beach.com/dining/1-pico)
Yes
Yes
Yes
 
Viceroy Santa Monica (1819 Ocean Ave)
Cast (https://www.viceroyhotelsandre-
sorts.com/san
ta-monica/dining-nightlife/cast-restaurant)
Yes
Yes
New Year’s Eve/Day: Yes

HOTEL: 

RESTAURANT:

THANKSGIVING:

CHRISTMAS:

NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY:

 HOTEL: 

RESTAURANT: 

THANKSGIVING: 

CHRISTMAS: 

NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY: 

HOTEL: 

RESTAURANT: 

THANKSGIVING: 

CHRISTMAS: 

NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY:

HOTEL: 

RESTAURANT:

THANKSGIVING:

CHRISTMAS:

NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY:

 HOTEL: 

RESTAURANT: 

THANKSGIVING: 

CHRISTMAS: 

NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY: 

HOTEL: 

RESTAURANT: 

THANKSGIVING: 

CHRISTMAS: 

NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY:

HOTEL: 

RESTAURANT:

THANKSGIVING:

CHRISTMAS:

NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY:

 HOTEL: 

RESTAURANT: 

THANKSGIVING: 

CHRISTMAS: 

NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY: 

HOTEL: 

RESTAURANT: 

THANKSGIVING: 

CHRISTMAS: 

NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY:

Hotel Casa Del Mar (1910 Ocean Way)
Catch (https://www.hotelcasadelmar.com/din
ing/catch)
Dinner only.
Yes.
 Yes.
 
�e Huntley Santa Monica Beach (1111 2nd 
St)
�e Penthouse (https://www.thehuntleyho
tel.com/penthouse)
Yes
Yes
Yes.
 
JW Marriott Santa Monica - Le Merigot (1740 
Ocean Ave)
Cezanne (https://www.santamoni-
ca.com/restau
rant/cezanne/)
Breakfast / brunch only.
Breakfast / brunch only.
Breakfast / brunch only.

DoubleTree Suites by Hilton Hotel Santa 
Monica (1707 4th St)
4th Street Grille (https://www.santamoni
ca.com/restaurant/4th-street-grille/)
Yes
Yes
Yes
 
Le Méridien Del�na Santa Monica (530 Pico 
Blvd)
Longitude Bar + Restaurant (https://www.san
tamonica.com/restaurant/longitude-bar-restau
rant/)
Yes
Yes
Yes
 
�e Georgian Hotel (1415 Ocean Ave)
Veranda Restaurant (https://www.georgianho
tel.com/veranda-restaurant-in-santa-monica)
Yes
Yes
Yes

Santa Monica is one of the best cities in the world to take a staycation and there’s no better time 
to take advantage of the area’s hotel offerings than the holidays. Maybe you have family visiting 
and staying at one of the hotels, maybe you just don’t feel like cooking or maybe you want to take 
in some holiday decorations without untangling 1,000 tiny lights yourself. No matter your reason, 
these are the hotel restaurants that are open for the holidays!

Hotel
HOLIDAY DINING 
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Thanksgiving Dinner 

Meet Me Under The Fig Tree 

Christmas 

New Year’s Eve

November 28th | FIG restauraNt | seasoNal FavorItes, FamIly style 

December 8th | moretoN bay cIrcle | commuNIty holIDay eveNt 

December 25th | FIG restauraNt | seasoNal Fare

December 31st | FIG restauraNt, lobby PIaNo bar, the buNGalow 

Seas and Greetings

FaIrmoNt-mIramar.com | 310.576.7777 | saNtamoNIca@FaIrmoNt.com 

Only at The Miramar
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places to try

Jameson’s Irish Pub

ON MAIN STREETTrending

Tastes change, the color of the season rotates, cupcakes become cronuts and Aussie 
Pie shops become French bakeries. No matter how the wind shifts, Main Street finds 

itself at the center of the trend and the area is in the midst of a mini revival with 
new restaurants filling old spaces and some existing eateries evolving to bring in a 

new wave of customers.
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“
Brunch has always been 

a popular daypart on 
Main Street, not just 
for millennials and 

singles, but for the whole 
family, so we’re excited 
to see what these new 

restaurants can bring to 
the table.

”
Hunter Hall, Executive Director of 

the Main Street BID.

“
We’re seeing an upscale renaissance, especially with restaurants, but also some retail as well. Not a day goes by 

that we’re not showing spaces to prominent restaurant operators and retailers who are bullish on Main Street as 
adjacent neighborhoods like Abbot Kinney become unaffordable tourist traps, which are unappealing to upscale 

independent businesses.

”
The poster child for this new wave is Pasjoli, the 48-seat 
restaurant filling the former Bareburger space that was 
itself filling in for the beloved Omelet Parlor. Chef Dave 
Beran has opened one of Los Angeles’ hottest eateries at 
2732 Main St. as an elevated neighborhood bistro that 

makes diners feel as comfortable celebrating a special oc-
casion with pressed duck and champagne as they do drop-
ping in on a weeknight for a salad and a glass of wine.

Tipsy Chef might sound like it’s 
another bar renovation, and while 
it has a full bar with a cocktail 
selection, it’s actually a full service 
restaurant occupying what was once 
Brick + Mortar. Tipsy Chef is lik-
ened to cooking at home with your 
friends, where you try new and ex-
citing things, share exceptional food 
and enjoy each other’s company 
while imbibing phenomenal wine.

Also of the European persuasion is Jameson’s Irish Pub. 
The longtime neighborhood watering hole, formerly Finn 
McCool’s, has recently undergone an internal renovation 

refreshing the exterior and creating a new vibrancy inside 
that is certainly aided by the two for one happy hour that 
occurs every day from 3 – 8 p.m.

PASJOLI 2732 Main St.

JAMESON’S IRISH PUB 2702 Main St.

TIPSY CHEF 2435 Main St.

LITTLE PRINCE 2424 Main St.

Also in the restaurant space is Little 
Prince which occupies the former 
Fork location. After a successful run 
as a pop-up, the restaurant is now 
open full-time, offering a place to 
gather while drawing inspiration 
from the culture and food of Aus-
tralia.

Hunter Hall, Executive Director of the Main Street BID.
| pasjoli.com

| jamesonsirishpub.com/jamesons-pub-santa-monica

tipsychef-sm.com

littleprince.la

Photo: Jameson’s Irish Pub

Pasjoli

Tipsy Chef

Tipsy Chef
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MAIN STREET
Miracle on

Santa Monica’s original holiday celebration 
returns to Main Street, this year with a 
grand celebration for the 25th anniversary 
of the street’s Shopping Cart Tree.
 
The holiday icon is created every year by 
Santa Monica artist Anthony Schmitt.
The tree, which is located at Edgemar 
inside the Frank Gehry-designed building, 
is decorated with some subtle variations in 
its lights and décor that bring the crowds 
back year after year.
 
The tree is built by a group of volunteers 
who have spent years establishing a rapport 
with each other and the carts they have to 
haul into position. It takes 92 carts with 
1,500 lights held together with about 
4,000 zip ties to build the behemoth.

“Anthony’s iconic shopping cart tree has 
become widely known throughout the 
region and draws locals and tourists alike 

SATURDAY                DECEMBER 7              4 - 9 P.M. 

2 5 T H  Y E A R  A N N I V E R S A R Y

every year. It’s a true marvel,” said Hunt-
er Hall, Executive Director of the Main 
Street BID.

The grand unveiling of the 25th shop-
ping cart tree is Saturday, December 
7 during the street’s annual holiday 
event, Miracle on Main Street. Kick 
off the festivities at 4 p.m., starting at 
the California Heritage Museum Lawn 
(2612 Main St.), when Santa Claus is 
available for photographs. The Santa 
Monica High School choir will perform 
before counting down the anticipated 
lighting of the holiday tree at the lawn, 
which is followed by a short candlelight 
walk to Edgemar (2427 Main St.). Music 
from Off Their Jingle Bell Rockers will 
entertain crowds, with a party hosted by 
Maser Condo Sales (2525 Main St.) and 
other activities in the shops and restau-
rants along Main Street. 
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Are you ready for some football?!? You can be at Monday night football at Rick’s (2907 Main St.) and Jameson’s 
Irish Pub (2702 Main St.). Rick’s Tavern on Main is a California beach bar and grille for locals, visitors, bikers and 
business folk that has been at the center of the nightlife options on Main Street since 1997. Jameson’s opens early 
for big games and you can watch all LSU games as your official watch party location!

MONDAY Monday Night Football

Every Tuesday night, a diverse array of gourmet food trucks brings their delicious cuisine to one of the first food 
lots in the Santa Monica area between California Heritage Museum (2612 Main St.) and The Victorian (2640 Main 
St.). Bring a blanket and enjoy a picnic on the Museum lawn, or wander over to The Victorian where you can sit on 
the patio or hang out in the bar from 5 – 9 p.m.

TUESDAY Tuesday Food Trucks

If you need to recover from the food truck coma, check out the classes at a variety of gyms including Circuit Works 
(2005 Main), Yogaworks (2215 Main St.), CrossFit (2433 Main St.), Manduu (2721 Main St.) and grab supple-
ments LA Urban Fitness (3015 Main St.). You can also take a spin on a newly purchased bicycle from Bike Attack 
(2904 Main St.), Electric Bikezzz (2803 Main St.) or The Bike Shop (2400 Main St.).

WEDNESDAY Workout Wednesday

If you’ve hit the gym Wednesday, you deserve a reward on Thursday and Main Street has some of the city’s best 
known Happy Hour celebrations. Enterprise Fish Co. (174 Kinney St.) voted Most Loved Happy Hour in Santa 
Monica, has food and drink specials from 4 – 7 p.m. daily and late night (9 – 11 p.m.) on weekends. The Galley 
(2442 Main St.) is legendary in its own right. Find a space at the bar for happy hour specials from 5 – 7 p.m. Tues-
day through Saturday, all night Monday and all day Sunday. La Vecchia (2654 Main St.) is another favorite among 
locals and they serve their most popular dishes at a fraction of the cost Monday through Saturday from 5 - 11 p.m. 

THURSDSAY Thirsty Thursday

Main Street has a reputation for nightlife and fun after dark. 2640 Main St. hosts a triple threat with the Victo-
rian (ground floor), Basement Tavern (basement level) and Birdcage (top floor). 31Ten Lounge takes its name 
from its address at 3110 Main Street and bills itself as one of the best kept secrets on the Westside for a sexy, 
upscale VIP experience.

FRIDAY Friday Nights

Saturday is the perfect day for a little retail therapy and there’s an abundance of choice along Main Street with 
36 clothing and boutique stores, eight places offering items for arts, mind and soul, 32 selling health and beauty 
products, 14 offering home furnishings and 23 service providers. With gifts for kids at Puzzle Zoo (2910 Main 
St.), handcrafted jewelry at Accents (2900 Main St.), trendsetting styles at Planet Blue (2940 Main St.) or every-
thing home related at Muji (2936 Main St.), you can fill your holiday gift list with a single trip.

SATURDAY Saturdays are for Shopping

The Sunday Main Street Farmers Market is a well balanced blend of Certified California Farmers, tasty prepared 
and packaged foods, entertainment and children’s activities, as well as local retail. Attended by over 5,000 custom-
ers each weekend, this “ultimate community gathering” has become an integral and cherished part of life for many 
local residents. The Main Street market hosts a variety of activities including bands, bi-weekly cooking demonstra-
tions, arts and crafts, face painter, balloon animal designer as well as seasonal California grown fruits, vegetables, 
nuts, meats and cheeses.

SUNDAY Sunday Farmers Market

EVERY DAY ON MAIN
“A world away from the ordinary, a block away from the beach.” 

There’s always something to do on Main Street. 

Visit Mainstreetsm.com for a list of all businesses. 



22

Ti
s t

he
 S

ea
so

n
//

H
O

LI
D

AY
 E

D
IT

IO
N

//
20

19

SEE ALL THE GREAT MURALS MAIN STREET HAS TO OFFER

Follow @MainStreetSM and  #MuralMonday for your weekly dose of street art. 

C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 @
Ve

ni
ce

_S
un

se
ts

SHE WHO SEES BY KRISTEL LERMAN

MURAL BY KARN ASHIMYAN

MURAL BY KRISTEL LERMAN

MURAL BY JONAS NEVER

YOU ARE BEAUTIFUL BY SPENCER MAR 
GUILBURT & RUBEN ROJAS

ZJ Boarding House

Bubble Beach Laundromat

Massage Garden

Ashland Hill

Surf Liquor

OSCILLATION BY CHASE

JAY ADAMS TRIBUTE BY DVATE

LOVE WINS BY GINO BURMAN-LOFFREDO
3 OHM BY DANIEL SUN

MURAL BY CARL MARKHAM

MURAL BY TOMMII LIM

JINYA

Star Liquor

Dogtown Coffee

Beyond O2

Yogaworks

Astro Doughnuts & Fried Chicken

Belzberg Architects

Ramen

ST R E E T  M U R A LS  ON MAIN
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WISHING 
PEACE, LOVE, &
ORGANIC PRODUCE

FOR ALL
CHEF-PREPARED ORGANiC HOLIDAY FEAST 

order online at catering.coopportunity.com

Santa Monica / Culver City / Daily 7a-10p

Voted SANTA MONICA’S
MOST LOVED GROCER
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the HOLIDAYSHosting

Tim Clarke Interior Design has a popular store on the 
city’s east end with a simple goal: to infuse inspiration 
drawn from the coastal lifestyle and the essence of the 
“perfect beach house” into any space, regardless of size 
or location. Gathering together a highly edited selection 
of art, objects and custom furnishings made to order, 
Tim Clarke Supply offers products and inspiration 
unavailable anywhere else.

California Rediscovered furnishes homes with vintage 
items gathered from around the state. Some are just 
found and cleaned, others are repurposed into some-
thing more than what they were. The store sells cloth-
ing, jewelry and home goods designed by local artists in 
addition to vintage pieces. Customers can commission 
furniture and lighting made from recycled materials, 
while the company has also branched out to interior 
decorating and staging houses for realtors.

Sewing Arts Center is a perennial Most Loved busi-
ness in Santa Monica, providing customers with both 
tools and skills to create their own home décor options. 
They’re a one-stop-shop for all your sewing needs: ma-
chines, fabric, notions, accessories, etc. — just ask, they 
probably have it, and if they don’t have it, they will try 
and get it!

TIM CLARKE SUPPLY | 2630 Pico Blvd. CALIFORNIA REDISCOVERED | 2116 Pico Blvd. SEWING ARTS CENTER | 3330 Pico Blvd.
timclarkesupply.com etsy.com/shop/Californiarediscover sewingarts.com

The holidays are a time for family and for some, that means playing host. If you’re the (maybe) lucky recipient of in-laws, grown kids and 
a weird uncle or two, you’re going to want to have your home in tip-top shape.

Fortunately, Pico has your back with home furnishings, décor and expert advice on just how to handle those new drapes.

Tim Clarke Supply
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ON PICO BLVD.

When you’re looking for a way to 
combine the best mix of holiday 
and community spirit this season, A 
Homespun Holiday on Pico Boulevard 
is the perfect way to fill your stockings 
while giving a boost to local artists and 
merchants. 

A Homespun Holiday highlights the 
local, artisanal, one-of-a-kind gifts 
and services to be discovered on Pico. 
Shoppers can stroll the boulevard, 
enjoy the day and get the friendly, 
patient advice they deserve when 
shopping for holiday gifts for their 

families and friends. Look for the 
Holiday Map listing all participating 
stores, which can be picked up at the 
Pico booth at the Holiday Farmers 
Market at Virginia Avenue Park. 
Or hop on and off the Homespun 
Holiday Shuttle for a map and a free 
ride, running up and down Pico from 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.!

Pico hosts an eclectic collection of 
restaurants, coffee houses, shops, 
services and Santa Monica College, 
lining artsy Pico Blvd. from the sandy 
beach up to Centinela at the 10 Fwy. 

It’s an area known for its strong sense 
of place and attracting a collection of 
businesses that cater to all tastes and 
needs.

A Homespun Holiday on Pico 
Boulevard is Saturday, December 7 
from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Mark your 
calendars for this event all up and 
down the boulevard! Many merchants 
will be hosting special events in their 
stores, with giveaways, in-store treats 
for kids and adults and holiday sales. 
Also enjoy holiday carolers singing up 
and down the boulevard! 

Folks who purchase at least $50 
in participating stores will receive 
a limited-edition Pico Mural Art 
canvas tote. Participating stores will 
have colored balloons out front to let 
shoppers know they are ringing in the 
holiday season with this special event. 

Follow Pico online at:
Facebook @picoblvdsm and 
Instagram @picosantamonica for 
updates and special giveaways!

Homespun Holiday

DECEMBER 7 | 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.
Participating Businesses
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Pico Blvd. offers a wealth of enter-
tainment options for residents who 
want to go out with friends or escape 
from the kids for a few hours. 

The business district spans all of Pico 
Blvd. within Santa Monica, from 
The 10 Freeway to the ocean. The 
neighborhood’s proud history as the 
city’s most diverse area is reflected 
in the unique mix of shops that call 
Pico Blvd. their home including 
some of the area’s best kept enter-
tainment secrets and most popular 
eateries.

The Brixton (2827 Pico Blvd.), a 
stylish gastropub offering incredible 
food and insane happy hour specials, 
is the perfect place to have some fun. 
Across the street, The Daily Pint 
(2310 Pico Blvd.) has repeatedly 
been voted one of the best bars in 
the country. The bar houses one of 
California’s best scotch collections, 
as well as games, foosball and pool.

For another unique dining experi-
ence, Santa Monica native Raphael 
Lunetta offers two choices. During 
daylight hours, stop at Lunetta All 
Day (2420 Pico Blvd.) for an aes-
thetic plate of delicious food. Tran-
sition later to the fine dining experi-
ence of the Lunetta Dining Room 
(2424 Pico Blvd.) and bar after dark.

Award-winning Upper West (3321 
W Pico Blvd.) has stellar seasonal 
menus and a 27-foot, full-service 
bar. Their unique spin on American 
cuisine is surrounded by rotating art 
fit for a gallery.

Celebrate 
the Season On Pico The holidays are a time for family, 

friends and food but sooner or later, 
everyone is going to want to get out 
of the house.

For a casual, fun bite, head to Gilbert’s El Indio (2526 
Pico Blvd.) for breakfast, lunch or dinner and enjoy their 
friendly waiters, classic Mexican menu and kitschy decor. 
Order a pitcher of margaritas and share a plate of nachos 
for a late night snack. 

If you want some entertainment after dinner or before 
your drinks, Pico’s Morgan-Wixson Theatre (2627 
Pico Blvd.) offers some of the best live entertainment in 
town. The Morgan-Wixson is a not-for-profit volunteer 
community theatre that provides a balanced, varied and 
challenging season of published plays. Their mission is to 
entertain, educate, enrich, and inspire all ages – engaging 
the community in live theatre experiences which reflect 

dramatic and cultural diversity. In November and De-
cember, give the kids their first theatre experience with 
the musical, Legally Blonde Jr.!  

While its name says “Guitar Shop”, McCabe’s (3101 
Pico Blvd.) has also staked out ground as a place to be 
entertained. Their beloved back room has hosted inti-
mate shows for more than 50 years, with hundreds of 
talented singers and songwriters moving through their 
store.

With food, music and entertainment, Pico Blvd. has 
everything you need for a night on the town or a quiet 
respite from the holiday madness.

Morgan-Wixson Theatre, Legally Blonde Jr. Chef Raphael Lunetta

Gilbert’s El Indio
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Gilbert's El Indio
Open Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

2526 W. Pico Boulevard
Santa Monica, CA 90405

(310) 450-8057
gilbertselindio.com

daily specials • delicious cocktails • catering

Family owned
since 1974

Our People’s Choice Awards.

Local News Served the Way You Like It.

Our flagship daily print newspaper.

Top news site on the Westside in pageviews.

Daily curated email newsletter.

Westside gastro-publication distributed at LAX.

Official race guide for the 5th largest race in the US.

Inside the Daily Press Podcast.

UP TO 

 $100  
OFF

 
Holiday   

395 Santa Monica Place #242
310-394-7099

at 
KENSINGTON LUGGAGE

A  N E W  T R A D I T I O N  TO  C A R RY  O N

 
Gift wrapping and delivery 

to local hotels.

$100 off any item $499 or more. $50 off any item $250-$498. 
Full-priced styles only. Valid through November 20-December 31, 2019.
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picoblvdsm.com   |   @picoblvdsm  |   #buylocalsm

BusinessTHE ART OF 
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ART CREATED BY LOCALS TO INSPIRE LOCALS AND 
HONOR THE BUSINESSES THEY ADORN.

At Unurban Coffee, (3301 Pico Blvd.) the artist 
wanted to mirror the vibe of the business as well. 
 
“Unurban Coffee House has one of the chillest 
vibes in Santa Monica,” said Uriel Bautista. “The 
owners, staff and regulars are filled with positive 
energy. They do open mic nights, it’s cozy and 
funky. This place’s atmosphere rejuvenates my 
hope in good people. The mission was to have 
the exterior match the spirit of the inside. So, I 
used their existing logo as a focal point and rays 
of energy radiating from it. With organic ribbons 
and leaves in visually-pleasing colors, the wall was 
filled with expanding love. It was an unforgettable 
experience.”

In some areas, businesses have created mini art 
walks just through the density of their mural 
covered walls. On the 1800 block of the street 
you can find four different works on each side of 
Grey Block Pizza (1811 Pico Blvd.), a fantasy 
scene on one side of the Subway (1801 Pico 
Blvd.) and a message of love on another wall. 
Just one block down the street Rocco’s Heavenly 
Cheesecake (1701 Pico Blvd.) has an expression 
of local pride on his walls and just a few blocks 
inland Threshold Sound + Vision (2114 Pico 
Blvd.) has a work highlighting creativity.

At the Brixton (2827 Pico Blvd.), owner David 
Schlesinger wanted a piece of art that would make a 
statement and reflect the locally owned restaurant’s 
values. 

“It was just a big open wall for us,” he said of the 
60 ft space outside his bar and restaurant. “I wanted 
something that was more simple but kind of more 
of a positive impact type of thing.” He said they 
try to be an asset to the city by working to enhance 
the quality of the neighborhood. “All of my work 

is inspired by beauty that occurs between people, 
and sharing the experience of love is one of the 
most important parts of being human,” said artist 
Allison Kunath about her work. “The hands that 
spell out the word “love” are intended to draw a 
direct reference to the fact that love is something 
that is built (as if by hand) intentionally and 
carefully.” Schlesinger said the message continues 
to gain relevance as time goes on. “It’s simple, it’s 
straightforward, it’s to the point. People take pictures 
in front of it,” he said. “It’s a personal statement.”

Pico’s diverse business base is quirky, artsy, creative and a place with a strong sense of identity. That energy is reflected 
in the multitude of public art that is visible up and down the street, often created by locals to inspire locals and honor the 
businesses who have donated their walls. In many cases, the art has a relationship to the businesses it adorns.
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Call 310-458-7737 to advertise in Flavor

flavor
m a g a z i n e

Spotlighting the finest

restaurateurs, recipes

from culinary

innovators and the

latest dining trends,

as well as parties

and events

throughout the

season.

Coming this November
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Resource, Recovery & Recycling
www.smgov.net/r3
recycling@smgov.net
(310) 458-2223

Place tree curbside or in the alley
for collection beginning

Curbside or alley collection only.
Please do not drop trees off at our parks.

Life Size Candy Land
Nov. 6, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Celebrate International Games Week by turning yourself into a human game piece in this colorful, 
life-size version of Candy Land. Kids who play Candy Land learn important concepts like colors, 
shapes and sequences. And every player wins with our game. Presented by Fairview’s Teen Advisory 
Council and sponsored by the Friends of the Library. For ages 5-10. (60 min.) Space is limited. 
Fairview Branch Library.

Online Shopping for the Holidays
Nov. 9, 1 – 2 p.m.
Get tips and practice for effectively using online resources throughout the holiday shopping season. 
Montana Avenue Branch Library.

Frozen Science Play
Nov. 12, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Calling all Elsa & Anna enthusiasts! Discover the science behind snow and ice with fun experiments. 
Limited space; tickets will be handed out 15 minutes before the program. For ages 3-10. Montana 
Avenue Branch Library.

Online Photo Editing - Season’s Greetings
Nov. 12, 6 – 7:30 p.m.
Use online photo editing tools to create a personalized season’s greeting. Bring your own digital photo 
to use in the class. Ocean Park Branch Library.

Santa Monica Youth Orchestra: A Holiday Mariachi Concert
Dec. 3, 6:30 – 8 p.m.
De-Stress from the holiday rush and join us for a Mariachi concert featuring well-known holiday songs as well as 
popular mariachi songs. Sing-along, clap-along and drink a complimentary cocoa. Pico Branch Library.

Handmade Holiday Decorations
Dec. 9, 6:30 -8 p.m.
Amy Muscoplat shows how to hand make crafty banners, centerpieces, garlands and one-of-a-kind decorations for a 
beautiful holiday celebration. Enjoy crafting using felt, hand stamping, paper crafting techniques and more to create 
special items for the holidays. Montana Avenue Branch Library.

Gingerbread House Engineering
Dec. 10, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
How tall can you make a gingerbread house? Put your engineering skills to the test! Supplies will be provided. Limit-
ed space; tickets will be handed out 15 minutes before the program. Montana Avenue Branch Library.

Holiday Card Craft Extravaganza
Dec. 10, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Drop in and create spectacular cards or gift tags for the holiday season using folding, coloring, glue, or pop-up 
construction. For All Ages. Ocean Park Branch Library.

Songs of the Season with the Lyric Chorus of SMC Emeritus College
Dec. 12, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
The Lyric Chorus puts you in the holiday mood with their three part arrangement of songs of the season and Broad-
way tunes. The twentyy-plus member Chrous was founded in the 1940s and is currently under the direction of Tom 
Gerhold and Linda Jackson. Main Library.

Pajama Storytime: Winter Wonderland
Dec. 18, 6:30 – 7 p.m.
Cozy up in PJs, bring your favorite stuffed animal, and get ready for a winter wonderland of stories! For Families. 
Ocean Park Branch Library.

THE SANTA MONICA LIBRARY HAS A HOST OF HOLIDAY EVENTS THROUGH THE END OF THE YEAR.

NOVEMBER DECEMBER




